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CONPIDENTIAL NOUAKCHOTT 1083 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR, M, LY 

SUBJECT: LIBYAN-MAURITANIAN COOPERATION 

REF: (A) ALGIERS I236(NOTAL), (B) TRIPOLI 567(NOTAL), 

(C) NOUAKCHOTT 662(NOTAL), (D) NOUAKCHOTT 1008 

1. BEGIN UNCLASSIPED: MAURITANIAN PRESIDENT OULD DADD AH RETURNED 
PROM OPPICIAL VISIT TO LIBYA IN A TRIUMPHANT MOOD MANIPESTING 
OPTIMISTM 

ABOUT EXPANDING LIBYAN-MAURITANIAN COOPERATIONHM IN ADDITION TO 
CORDIALITY OP WELCOME AND COMMUNIQUE (REPORTED REPTEL B) HE 
STATED IN AIRPORT PRESS CONPERENCE THAT CONCRETE PROGRESS HAD BEEN 
MADE IN 

THE ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE AREA. PRESIDENT CHARACTERIZED 
RESULTS OP VISIT AS VERY IMPORTANT, MENTIONING SPEPICICALLY 
LIBYAN AGREEMENT TO PARTICIPATE IN FINANCING OF GUELBS PROJECT 
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AND KIFPA-NEMA SECTION OF EAST- WEST HIGHWAY; AGREEMENTS 
IN THE AREAS OP PISHING, ELECTRICITY, EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
AND A COMMUNICATIONS; A LIBYAN REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL 5,000 
MAURITANIAN MANUAL LABORERS TO AUGMENT SCARCE LIBYAN MANPOWER 
SUPPLY. 

2. PRESIDENT OULD DADDAH LEFT NOUAKCHOTT 12 HOURS LATER POR 
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STATE VISIT TO NIGERIA. MINISTER FOR PARTY AFFAIRS ABDALLAHI OULD 
BOYE REMAINED BEHIND IN TRIPOLI FOR FURTHER MEETINGS WITH LIBYAN 
PRIME MINISTER ABDEL SALAM JETLOUD. END UNCLASSIFIED 

3. BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL - COMMENT: SIGNS OF EXPANDING LIBYAN- 
MAURITANIAN COOPERATION HAVE BEEN NOTED EARLIER (REF C AND D). 

WHAT IS SIGNIFICANT IS CONCRETE NATURE OF AGREEMENTS THAT RESULTED 
FROM THIS VISIT AND SIGNS THAT RAPPROCHMENT IS PROVOKING OUTWARD 
SIGNS OF ALGERIAN DISCONTENT (REF A). (FYI: MAURITANIAN REGIONAL 
DELEGATE HATTARI OULD BEBAL HAMDI, 5TH REGION, IN NOUAKCHOTT 

FOR RECENT EXTRAORDINARY SESSION OF NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, INFORMED 
ME THAT UNDER NEW SOCIETE NATION ALE INDUSTRIELLE ET 
MINIERE (ENIM) STRUCTURE LIBYAN WILL OWN I8PCT OF lORPORATIONS 
EQUITY. UNDER RESTRUCTURING APPARENTLY APPROVED BY NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY, BUT NOT YET ANNOUNCED PUBLICLY, SNIM WILL BECOME MIXED 
CORPORATION WITH 51 PCT EQUITY RETAINED BY GIRM, I8PCT HELD BY GOVERN- 
MENT OF LIBYA AND THE REMAINING 31 PCT IN THE HANDS OF ARAB BANKING 
CONSORTIUMN. (END FYI) 

4. GOVERNMENT-SPONSORED DAILY NEWSPAPER CHAAB GLEEFULLY PRAISED 
NEW PHASE OF DYNAMIC LIBYAN-MAURITANIAN COOPERATION AND BOUME- 
DIENNE'S DISCOMFITURE WITH DEVELOPMENTS, DESCRIBING MAURITANIAN 
PROGRESS IN CONSOLIDATING RELATIONS WITH FRATERNAL AFRO- ARAB 
STATES IN EDITORIAL ENTITLED "THE DOG BARKS... THE CARAVAN 
PASSES". FROM MAURITANIAN PERSPECTIVE, LIBYA HAS RECOGNIZED 
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THAT ITS PREVIOUS CLOSER TIES WITH ALGERIA HAD CONTRIBUTED TO 
LIBYAN ISOLATION IN ARAB WORLD AND IS NOW SEEKING RAPPROACHMENT 
WITH BROAD SPECTRUM OF ARAB STATES.SOME MAURITANIANS BELIEVE 
LIBYA HAS ALWAYS BEEN WILLING TO RECOGNIZE CLOSE 
SAHARA/MAURITANIAN FLMNATION, BUT FINALLY SUPPORTED POLISARIO 
WHEN MOROCCO TOOK OVER PART OF FORMER SPANISH SAHARA. MAURITA- 
NIANS HOPE THAT INCREASED BILATERAL SUPPORT EROMLIBYA WILL 
FURTHER ERODE WHAT IT VIEWS AS INCREASINGLY LIMITED SUPPORT 
POLISARIO RECEPASS FROM "RADICAL" STATES. 

5. FYI. MY SPANISH COLLEAGUE, WHO CAN BE ASTUTE, CONSIDERS 
QUADAEI'S INVITATION TO OULD DADDH A D THE SUBSEQUENT PUBLIC 

LOVE FEAST TO BE PERHPAS THE MOST SIGNIFICANTLY HOPEFULL DEVELOPMENT 
SINCE THE OUTSET OF THE SAHARA CONFLICT. END CONFIDENTIAL 

KRYZA 
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